Ordinance Neo. J-132 2025

AN ORDINANCE OF JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, PROHIBITING OUTDOOR BURNING DURING COUNTY, STATE,
OR LOCALLY DECLARED BURN BANS.

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Jefferson Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,
recognizes the need to protect the health, safety, and welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, outdoor burning, especially during dry conditions, poses a significant fire hazard,;
and

WHEREAS, the County of Dauphin and/or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania may declare 2
burn ban during periods of elevated fire risk; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors may also determine that conditions within the Township
warrant a local fire ban emergency to further protect life and property;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of
Jefferson Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, as follows:

Sectien 1. Purpose.

The purpose of this Ordinance is 10 prohibit outdoor burning within Jefferson Township during
periods when the County of Dauphin, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or the Board of
Supervisors of Jefferson Township has declared a burn ban or fire ban emergency.

Section 2. Definitions.

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

1. Qutdoor Burning: The combustion of materials, including but not limited to wood,
leaves, brush, or other materials, in an open fire or open flame outside of a structure.

2. Burm Ban: A prohibition on outdoor burning declared by the County of Dauphin or the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania due to hazardous fire conditions, including but not

limited to high winds, dry conditions, or other factors increasing the risk of wildfire or

uncontrolled fires.

Fire Ban Emergency; A prohibition on outdoor burning declared by the Board of

Supervisors of Jefferson Township due to fire hazard conditions, which may be declared

with or without consultation with the fire chief of the Carsonville Volunteer Fire
Company.
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Section 3. Prohibition of Outdoor Burning During Burn Ban or Fire Ban Emergency.

No person shall engage in or permit outdoor burning within the Township during:



1. A period when a burn ban has been declared by the County of Dauphin or the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; or

2. A penod when the Board of Supervisors has declared a fire ban emergency in Jefferson
Township, with or without consultation with the fire chief of the Carsonville Volunteer
Fire Company.

Section 4. Declaration of Fire Ban Emergency.

A fire ban emergency may be declared by the Board of Supervisors by resolution at any duly
advertised public meeting or emergency meeting called pursuant to the Pennsylvania Sunshine
Act. The resolution shall specify:

1. The effective date and time of the fire ban.
2. The scope and duration of the fire ban.
3. Any exemptions deemed necessary for public safety or esseniial services.

The fire ban emergency shall remain in effect until lifted by the Board of Supervisors through a

subsequent resolution or upon the expiration of a predetermined time set in the original
declaration.

Seciion 35, Enforcement.

Local or State Palice, fire officials, or other designated Township officials shall have the
authority to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. Any person found to be in violation of this
Ordinance shall be subject to the penalties outlined in Section 6.

Section 6. Penaliies.

Any person who violates this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000. Each
day that a violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 7. Severability.

If any section, subsection, or provision of this Ordinance is found to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 8. Effective Date,

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Board of Supervisors
of Jefferson Township.



ENACTED AND ORDAINED this /o7 day of_ /Wy 2025 by the
Board of Supervisors of Jefferson Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.

ATTEST: —MK

Chairman
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Secretary/’l?easurer ¥ice Chairman

Supervisor




