Jefferson Township

Regular Meeting

Carsonville Fire Company Building


August 5, 2009

CALL TO ORDER
The August 5, 2009 Regular meeting of the Jefferson Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:30 PM by Chairman Alan Loesch. 
Members present: Chairman Alan Loesch, Supervisor Keith Crum, Supervisor Greg Gusler
Secretary present: Robyn Loesch 
Guests present:: John Witmer, Pam Crum, Sheila Keiter, Margaret Peterson, Valerie Doyle, Diane Wiest, Deb Everly, Randy Macko, Shirley Witmer, George Allen, Kelly Allen, Ed Fisher, Woodrow Deiter. 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Alan Loesch made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2009 Regular Meeting, as written and amended. Keith Crum seconded the motion, opposed by Greg Gusler. Motion carried 2-1. 
Alan Loesch made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2009 Special Meeting, as written. Seconded by Greg Gusler. Motion passed 3-0.

TREASURERS REPORT
A summary of the current month’s bills was read. Woodrow Deiter asked why the pipes were put in one at a time. Alan Loesch answered that the one pipe started caving in and had to be fixed right away. Keith Crum asked if there was a problem with this not under $4000 (total bills for all pipes); Alan said not if they were separate tasks done separately; Keith said we had an emergency, was worried about the big trucks going over the hole and it caving, and had contractor come right away for this pipe. A motion to pay the bills presented for payment was made by Alan Loesch. Keith Crum seconded the motion, opposed by Greg Gusler. Motion carried 2-1.
General Fund Bills – $7,228.68    State Fund - $ 0
Persons to be Heard - NONE
CORRESPONDENCE 
· PSATS- The Township has to join a CDL testing program, or we would have to get permission to get results from the drivers’ other employers. Alan Loesch made a motion to join the PSATS CDL testing program and pay the registration fee. Seconded by Greg Gusler. Motion passed 3-0.
· Dauphin County sent information about Grant opportunities for joint applications with municipalities eligible for the Gaming Act. Robyn will contact Rush Township.
ENGINEERING REPORT 
1.   Macko planning module. Ed Fisher reported that the planning module is approved and the only matter not resolved is setting up the $3000 financial security guarantee. Alan Loesch said that he has been working on this for quite some time, and has not been able to find anything  available from any bank or bonding company that would let the Township have immediate access to the funds; and Mike McNulty from DEP was contacted and said that this type of system would carry no greater failure risk than other types of systems.  Ed Fisher said that he only example he had of a (financial) instrument, used by an applicant, was an irrevocable letter of credit, but most banks want it to have a time limit. There was a general discussion of this  situation. Alan Loesch made a motion that due to the difficulty of finding a way to get this $3000 guarantee in place, the coverage already in place from the agreement, and the small amount of money involved, that the Township drop the $3000 financial security guarantee. The motion failed for lack of a second.  Keith Crum said that he would like to get this done tonight  with a promissory note or a letter of credit, preferably a promissory note. Keith Crum made a motion to have the Township Attorney draw up a promissory note. Alan Loesch said a promissory note changes of the original equation or requirement of finding a way to have immediate access to the money. Seconded by Greg Gusler, opposed by Alan Loesch. Motion passed 2-1. Woodrow Deiter commented that we ought to take his (Mr. Macko’s) word for it; and argument is over nothing. 
2.   Ed Fisher gave an update on the Snyder property. The owners are still working to get certification that elevation for the shed takes it out of the flood plain. 

3.
DCCD Model Floodplain Ordinance- Ed Fisher said that there were some needed changes in language, such as changing references Township  “Building Permit” to “Assessment Permit”; and there were some exemption in the model Ordinance that the Township could modify. Deb Everly asked who determines floodplains?  Ed Fisher answered that the Township decides by checking available FEMA maps, and if the property owner disagrees  the owner can hire their own engineer to verify if any proposed construction is in the floodplain or not. Alan Loesch asked that all the Supervisors get copies of the model Ordinance for future discussion and adoption.
4. Lysaught ( Hillside Camp) - The cabin is for sale and the owner wants to rescind the UCC cabin exemption status. Alan Loesch asked how will we know if this changes, and Ed Fisher said that Light-Heigel would notify the Township of any change in status. 

FIRE COMPANY REPORT

John Witmer  reported that there were two fires, a hay fire on Powells Valley road near the Carsonville Hotel, and one at Harman Stove. The Fire Company is also looking to get the firehouse siren repaired , and that a new one would cost $7,000. 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Deb Everly reported that she and Alan Loesch had been to the Regional Comprehensive Plan meeting and it is paramount that we move forward with our local comprehensive plan process to prevent any confusion with the regional effort. The Township Comprehensive Plan is ready, most of the comments and changes asked for by the County were additions of boilerplate data, and Deb asked that the Supervisors schedule their public comment meeting for the Township Comprehensive Plan on Aug 18th. Deb Everly said that if, after the public comment meeting, there are substantial changes agreed to by the Supervisors, that these changes would require a re-do of the public meeting. Deb Everly requested that the final plan be posted on the Township website and that a subsection for Regional Planning be added to future Township Agendas. She also asked what would be the next future assignment for the Planning Commission. Alan Loesch made a motion to hold the Supervisors’  public comment meeting on Tuesday August 18th. Seconded by Greg Gusler. Motion passed 3-0.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT –
The Township needs to re-adopt the Emergency Management Plan in September or October. Dan Eyster talked to Barry Everly and is interested in being the Emergency Management Coordinator..
COG REPORT  - NONE – (no COG meeting last month)
ROAD REPORT 
· Keith Crum reported that the Back Rd, is ready for paving, The pipe replacement had to follow  DCCD rules and thanked the Fire Company for its help.
· Brush has also been cut back and guiderails cleared along the Back Rd. Some more grading was done on Hemlock Rd. and on the mountain (Carsonville Rd).
· Paving on Back Rd. should start next week. Greg Gusler asked if it was going to be one-pass. Keith Crum said yes, Eastern Industries said that it would be no problem.

· Alan Loesch asked if we want to do a tar & chip still this year, is timing a problem, and is it getting too late in the year. Keith Crum said that he would rather look into a 1” paving on West Cross Rd.. Alan asked Keith to get some quotes. 
· Keith Crum commented that he wanted to get more input from the other Supervisors on these road projects. He wanted to get the Supervisors together; at the scheduled road inspection; no one came, and Alan was out-of-town.
OLD BUSINESS
1.
EIT - Alan Loesch reported that the UD Tax Advisory Board formed a committee to work on a new contract with the Tax Office, and Kelly Allen is on that committee. The Advisory Board voted to remove David Blain as the auditor for the UDITO and another auditor from McKonly & Ashbury will lead the audit (due to recent newspaper article disclosing of SEC violation by Blain).

Countywide EIT - The UDITO advisory Board discussed if they would be joining together for representation and decisions at the county meetings, it was decided that the school districts would take the lead.

Alan Loesch wanted to clarify the motion that was made last month (”that as a municipality, Jefferson Township declines to obtain detailed tax information from the Upper Dauphin Income Tax Office”). He made a statement that as a Supervisor or as the representative to the UD Tax Office, that he never had access, doesn’t want access, cannot get access, and does not have anyone’s personal EIT information. Keith Crum stated, me neither. Greg Gusler said that he did not see how this applied to him.
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Gypsy Moth spraying – Requests for 2010 due to DCCD by Aug. 14. Notice was in the Sentinel this week.

2.Grant from DCNR, energy savings grant - Kelly Allen and Robyn are working on a grant to replace the furnace in the Township Building. The Supervisors agreed that a change to a gas fired furnace was the best solution for the building.
3..Greg Gusler made a motion that the Township discontinue sending out meeting postcards. The motion withdrawn for lack of a second.
4.
Greg Gusler made a motion that the Township record the meetings. The motion withdrawn  for lack of a second.

5. Keith Crum asked if Justin Witmer had picked up the used gas tank purchased from the Township. Greg said, yes.
ADMINISTRATIVE/TAX ASSESSMENT PERMITS   -  NONE
PUBLIC COMMENT 
1.   Sheila Keiter asked if someone could read Right–to–Know files. Alan Loesch answered that yes, they are public documents and that appeal decisions are on the State OOR website.

2.    Keith Crum made a comment that Alan Loesch was given permission by the Board to contact the Attorney about Township matters for the Township. Woodrow Deiter asked when this was done, and Keith answered that it was done earlier this year. Alan Loesch said that some of the work is delegated, for example Robyn gets office supplies, and Keith as Roadmaster buys some items that are needed right away, or gets road quotes; the payment is voted on at next meeting. 

3.   John Witmer commented the Right-to-Know thing is childish.

4.   Sheila Keiter asked if the Township could get a copy of the local EMS reciprocal agreement from Medic 6 and asked if the Township had a letter from the County about which unit was the 1st – 4th due. Alan said that he had called the County EMS and they told him who was the 1st-4th due (Medic 6-Eville, Medic 6-Lykens, Halifax, Millersburg).

5.   Randy Macko asked if we could find out if  the EMS reciprocal agreement was perpetual or yearly. 
6.   George Allen asked about the status of the COG Humane Society agreement project. (COG still working on it ) 
ADJOURNMENT 

Alan Loesch motioned to adjourn the meeting, second by Greg Gusler. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at  9:47PM.

Robyn Loesch

Secretary/Treasurer















